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The reason trigger for starting the project?

• How to increase level of food self-sufficiency 

in Ljubljana?

Facts

• 826 farms – 30% level of food self-sufficency

• 1000 alotment gardens in 9 areas

Trigger

• „Don‘t give people fish, tech them to fish!“

• What we learn as a child we do as an adult!

• Children are the best teachers!

• What can local government do?

• Is it difficult to change?
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Where is it?

16 raised garden beds

1 high garden bed

Tool shed
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Where is it? 8 school gardens
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Main target groups
School children  from 6 to 14 years – 1st-9th grade

Mentors in schools

Cooks and food organisers

Parents

Citizens 

Local government – different departments

Experts

Farmers

Institutions Social entreperneurships
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Today
• Mini Urban Educational Farm Rakova jelša
• Polygon for education for mentors in elementary schools

• Crop rotation program and ecological farming

• Two events per year for children and mentors – Spring day, 

Pumpkin day

• Education for cooks and food organisers

• 8 school gardens
• High beds + all materials for schools

• Education for mentors: gardening, Crop rotation, compost

preparation, seasonal food
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Educational Programme

• Urban school garden, a 

teacher’s guide
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U-GROW Educational Programme and

Methodology

• Six interconnected thematic modules that are 

directly linked to the school garden:

o Module 1: Food Self-Sufficiency

o Module 2: Environment and Biodiversity

o Module 3: Waste Reduction and Circular Economy

o Module 4: Developing Social Skills

o Module 5: Sustainable Mobility

o Module 6: Energy
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Example materials
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Study of Food Production Potential for Urban Areas in the City of Ljubljana

• The purposes of this study are: 

• to identify the areas suitable for food 

production that are under the greatest 

pressure for urbanization,

• to develop a model to estimate the food 

production potential within the COL urban 

area, and to

• develop a model to estimate the potential 

carbon sink from food production within the 

urban area. 

City Administration now has an effective tool to 

explain to decision-makers on the one hand, and 

to the public on the other, the reasons for the 

necessity of preserving agricultural land, 

preventing the expansion of urban settlements 

on these lands and the importance of 

promoting local food production. 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
City of Ljubljana

Maruška Markovčič

maruska.markovcic@ljubljana.si

Lea Stojanović

lea.stojanovicljubljana.si

DOVES -FEE Slovenia

Maša Meznarič Majcen

masa.majcen@ekosola.si

Gregor Cerar

gregor.cerar@ekosola.si
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